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Shalom: a flourishing and abundant relationship, not
lacking in anything...

..with God (spiritual)

..with each other (social)

..with nature (physical)

..With ourselves (psychological)
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Here’s the paradox: flourishing comes from being
both strong and weak.

Flourishing requires us to embrace both authority
and vulnerability, both capacity and frailty...both life
and death.

- Crouch, Strong and Weak
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AUTHORITARIAN

ABSENT INDULGENT







Authority:

“What makes action meaningful? Above all, meaningful
action participates in a story. It has a past and a
future. Meaningful action does not just come from
nowhere, and it does not just vanish in an instant - it
takes place in the midst of a story that matters...
Perhaps most importantly of all, true authority is
always given. (It is) not something we possess on our
own. It is something others confer on us.”

i - Crouch, Strong and Weak
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Vulnerability:

“The vulnerability that leads to flourishing requires risk,
which is the possibility of loss - the chance that when
we act, we will lose something we value... To risk is to
open ourselves up to the chance that something will go
wrong, that something will be taken from us - without
knowing for sure whether that loss will come to pass or
not.”

- Crouch, Strong and Weak
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“Only those who have
descended to the dead can be
fully trusted to lead - because
only they can truly declare
vanquished the fear that
animates all idolatry and
exploitation.”

- Crouch, Strong and Weak
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